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Amendment to the Clainiii: 

Tbis listing of claims will leplace alt prior versioos and lisungs of claims in (be iostant 
application: 

^isfins of Claims; 

1. (Original) A system for idenTifying a presence of a crcaiure disposed in a body of 
water compiising: 

a passive t ransducer for receiving ai least one vibrational wave ^TamtillTir fco^n said 
cy f t^^iuy a nd generaiiag at least one nransformed signal responsive to said vibrational wave; and 

a signal processor for processing said transtbrmed signal to iitdicaie a presence of a 
particular type of creauire which is disposed in the body of waten and; 

ATI indif ^ator which comTnunicates at least one waminfc sienal responsive to a dexeciion of 
said creature- wherein sa|d indicacof is mounte d above a water line of a stiUciure secured to the 
bQirom of the body of water > 

2-3, (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1*, wherein said indicator is selected 
from the group consisting of a visual indicator, an audio transducer, and a mechanical vibration 
device. 

5. (Currently Amended) A system for identif^/ing a presence of a creature disposed 
in water comprising: 

^ transducer for receiving at least one vibra tional wave and peneratinf! ai least one 
tpiTisfar |r>ftd sipmai res ponsive to ^id vibranonal wave: 

ft signal processor for processing said transformed signal to indicate a pre:sence of a 
particular type of creatt ^ which is disposed in water, and 
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an I 



i».i;^^rA|- ^|ch com fnunicflteis at leasi one ^vominP SlKP^t rffSPopsive to ^ deteciiuq fif 
^id ci^arurt^- T Lo JVJtom of claim ^. wherein said indicator is a mechanical device opr?r4Uvcly 
connected to a contiol system of a watercraft. 

6. (Original) The system of claim I, wheiein said signal processor comFt^es ai leasi 
one counter, said counter measuring a number of creamrc detecnon occurrences. 

7. COriginal) The system of claim I. \vherein said signal processor comprises at least 
one counter, said counter measuring a number of false creature ideniificaiion occurrences. 

8. (Original) The sysiem of claim I, further comjmsing a snap rejection module, said 
snap rejection module icjeciing vibrational waves having a duration less !han a predetermined 
value. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Original) The system of claim I. wherein said signal processor delects a harmonic 
frequency contem of sdid signal. 

U. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein said signal processor measures an 
amplitude of at least one harmonic frequency. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein said signal processor detects a maximum 
harmonic freqnency- 

13. (Currently Amended) A waiercrafl comprising: 

a system for identifying a presence of a iwaiiife jn9B2tee.disposed in water, said system 

comprising: 
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a transducer for receiving at Icasi one vibrai ioiml wave and generating at least one 
transformed signal res|>onsive to said vibrational wave; and 

a signal processor for processing said transfortncd ^gnai to indicate a presence of 
said manatee a particular tviao of Of Qi^ Pa wWch is disposed in water. 

14. (Currently Amended) A buoy comprising 

^ a system for identifying a presence of a manatee egeaftge disposed in water, said system 
comprising: 

a passive_t rqnsducy for receiving at least one vibrational wave CTanating ftom 
said mgnaiee a nd generating m least one transformed signal responsive to said vibrational wave; 

a signal imcessor for processing said transformed signal to indicate a presence of 
gaid manatee a portioulftr typo of crcatui e wbich is disposed in warer^..and 

^ i p^jcatof which c^oipmunicate s at least one warning signal responsive tO a 
da^ection of said creature. 

15. (CurrenUy Amended) A me&od for ideniifeing a presence of a m^ftTgg ei'e^we 
disposed in water comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one vibrational wave and genemting at least one transtbrmed signal 
responsive to said vibrational wave; mi 

processing said transformed signal to indicate a presence of ^id . tnmv<?ff ^ panioulor 
typo of crcoturo w hich is disposed in water^^d? 

providing a wamjftp respon sive to a detection of said manatee, 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currendy Amended) The method according tu claim 15**. wherein said step of 
commnnicaiing at least one warning signal comprises at least one step selected firom the group 
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consining of providing a visual indicmor, providing m audio signal, and providing a vibraiional 
sigmil. 

18. (Cuixently Amended) a method for identifying a presence of a crcanire disposed 
in water comprisina the 5ft?p3 of: 

^gejvjy^g pi least one vibratio^ wave and geneiattnp ai least one transfonned signal 

responsive to said vibTational wave; 

proeessing said transformed ^irn ^^] rn indicaLe a presence of a particutar IVt>e of cngmure 
which is disposed in water: and 

The mothod oooording - to oloim 15, fimhor oomprising the mop of automatically 
controlling at least one operational parameter of a watercraft responsive to a detection of the 
creamie. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 15, further comprising the step of 
measuring a number of exeaiure detection occutrences. 

20- (Original) The mediod «:cording to claim 15, further comprising the step of 
measuring a ntimbcr of fcdse creature identification occurrences. 

2U (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein said processing step further 
comprises the step of rejecting signals associated with vibrational waves bavmg a duration less 
than a predetennined value. 

22, (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein said receiving at least one 
vibrational wave step comprises receiving a sound created by a^ least one of a vocalization, a 
translationai movement in water, a slapping of water, and a clicking- 

23. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherem said processing step tunher 
comprises the step of deteaing a harmonic frequency content of the signal. 
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24. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein said processing siep further 
comprises the step of measuring an amplitude of at least one harmonic frequency. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein said processing step further 
comprises ibe step of detecting a maximum harmonic ftequency. 

26. (New) The system of claim I , wherein the creamre is a manatee. 

27. (New) The ^siem of claim I, wherein the structure Is a buoy. 

28. (New) The system of claim I, wherein the ^mucture is a sign pole. 
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